
1 
 
 

Audit, Governance and Standards Committee - Thursday 25 April 2024 
 

 
 
 

Audit, Governance and Standards Committee 
 

MINUTES of the OPEN section of the Audit, Governance and Standards 
Committee held on Thursday 25 April 2024 at 6.30 pm at 160 Tooley Street, 
London SE1 2QH  
 

 

PRESENT: Councillor Barrie Hargrove (Chair) 
Councillor Gavin Edwards 
Councillor Andy Simmons 
 

OFFICER 
SUPPORT: 

Clive Palfreyman (Strategic Director, Finance)  
Cheryl Russell (Director of Resident Services) 
Timothy Jones (Departmental Finance Manager)  
Amarjit Uppal (Chief Accountant) 
Joanne Brown (Grant Thornton; external auditor) 
Aaron Winter (BDO; external auditor) 
Gerald Gohler (Constitutional Officer) 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors John Batteson, Dora Dixon-
Fyle, Hamish McCallum and Graham Neale.  
 

2. CONFIRMATION OF VOTING MEMBERS  
 

 The members present were confirmed as the voting members. 
 

3. NOTIFICATION OF ANY ITEMS OF BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIR DEEMS 
URGENT  

 

 The chair drew the meeting’s attention to supplemental agenda No.1 containing 
Appendix F which had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
 

4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS  
 

 There were none. 
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5. MINUTES  
 

 The minutes of the audit, governance and standards committee of 5 February 2024 
were agreed as a correct record. 
 

6. 2022-23 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS INCLUDING THE PENSION FUND AND 
AUDIT FINDINGS REPORTS  

 

 Officers and auditors introduced the report. Members had questions for the officers 
and discussed issues related to the report.  
 
Members thanked the auditors and officers for their work, and asked officers to:   
 

 Present the draft accounts for 2023-24 to the July 2024 meeting of the 
committee.  

 Provide information by email about whether there are any additional areas 
which would benefit from being looked at more closely by the committee in 
future audit years.   

 Report back to the July meeting of the committee on the various lessons 
learned.  

 Use a clearer numbering system for future agenda packs. 
  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the matters raised in Grant Thornton’s audit findings report for the 

council 2022-23 (Appendix A) be considered before approval of the council 
main accounts.  
 

2. That the adjustments to the council’s accounts as set out in pages 37-42 of 
the audit findings report (Appendix A) be noted.  
 

3. That the matters raised in the pension fund audit findings report 2022- 23 
(Appendix B) be considered before approval of the Pension Fund accounts.  
 

4. That the adjustments to the pension fund accounts as set out in pages 22- 24 
of the audit findings report be noted.  
 

5. That the letters of representation for the council and pension fund (Appendix 
C and Appendix D), as required by Grant Thornton in order to conclude the 
audit of 2022-23 statement of accounts, be approved.  
 

6. That the Statement of Accounts 2022-23 (Appendix E) be approved.  
 

7. That the internal audit report on an objection to the 2021-22 statement of 
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accounts (Appendix F) be noted, that it be recommended the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee consider this matter in the new municipal year, and that 
officers provide a report back on this issue to the Audit Governance and 
Standards Committee in six months’ time.  

 

 The meeting ended at 7.10 pm.  
 
 
 CHAIR:  
 
 
 DATED:  
 
 

 
 


